Interprofessional education (IPE) is becoming a common practice among most allied health professions as a part of entry level training. IPE is intended to promote greater professional collaboration in routine clinical practice. The prerequisites for this type of educational process include gaining an understanding of one's own and other professions while developing mutual respect, trust, and communication skills. The Idaho State University (ISU) Interdisciplinary Evaluation Team (IET) course delivery model is one such vehicle which fosters IPE across numerous disciplines while providing significant clinical support to the local community. This study presents the ISU IET course process, which combines clinical care of community pediatric clients via student/clinician partnership, which reflect on the process of interprofessional care. Occupational therapy student perceptions of the IET course consistently trended in favorable directions. All participants desired more opportunities for IPE combined with direct client interaction as a part of their other course work. Occupational therapy educational programs are well suited and positioned to host and/or to establish key roles in IPE to support student clinical training and meet the health and needs of their local communities.
Interprofessional education (IPE) has become a buzzword in today's health care education and training system in the United States. The American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) recently stated that "entry-level occupational therapy (OT) curricula should include interprofessional education (IPE) in which students have opportunities to learn and apply the knowledge and skills necessary for interprofessional collaborative practice" (Gray, 2015, p. 1) . AOTA Over the years, various institutions have implemented IPE through team case studies, simulations, didactic instruction, standardized patient scenarios with discussion, and student and instructor reflection exercises. The major limitation for campus-based IPE has been in maintaining high-fidelity scenarios that accurately imitate reality (Walsh & Van Soeren, 2012) .
In spite of many years of effort, true interprofessional collaboration still seems elusive and difficult to achieve in clinical practice.
However, research indicates that exposure to a good IPE framework and curriculum may mitigate negative attitudes and barriers commonly seen in teamwork (Bainbridge, Nasmith, Orchard, & Wood, 2010; McPherson, Headrick, & Moss, 2001) . By introducing IPE in academic coursework and providing other experiences embedded throughout the curriculum, it may be possible to promote the values associated with professional collaboration (Coster et al., 2008) .
Recent IPE Studies
Recent studies have collected data on the health professions students' attitudes, enthusiasm, perceptions, and professional identity in relation to IPE experiences. For example, Cameron et al.
(2009) created a large-scale IPE experience to assess first-year students' perceptions and attitudes toward IPE prior to and after a brief exposure, to explore the limitations and benefits of IPE, and to evaluate the effectiveness of a short course. One thousand students participated in a brief IPE event that included nine disciplines. In the 2 hr 30 min session, the students interacted during multiple small group activities and discussions, participated in patient discharge scenarios, and evaluated the IPE process.
The results suggested positive attitudinal and perceptual changes while documenting the value, benefits, and importance of collaboration as well as concerns, logistics, and issues associated with a large-scale IPE activity. The authors noted that the experience provided the foundational skills and behaviors necessary for interprofessional collaboration, even after only a brief session.
However, this study was not designed to assess students' attitudes over time.
A longitudinal study conducted by Coster et al. (2008) To begin, all of the students attend class, which includes one or two lectures about a specific discipline followed by a quiz on the content. 
Reflections of Occupational Therapy Students
A focus group was conducted at the end of As stated by Brandt and Schmitt (2011) , to achieve the goals of improved health outcomes and client experiences along with reduced health care costs, practitioners must be prepared to contribute to interprofessional care teams. We believe that IPE is the most efficient way to instill the values and skills that will ultimately support occupational therapists' abilities to function in and lead health care teams.
The objectives of the IET course are in alignment with the IECEP's (2011) recommended core competencies. We believe this unique opportunity available to faculty, students, clients, and caregivers in rural Idaho can function as an effective model for IPE in other OT educational contexts with limited resources, funding, and staff, and yet provide a rich experience for students.
